Dr. Cole, Founder of Bay Point Schools by Joavon
Journalism student Joavon recently sat down with Dr. Cole to speak with her about Bay Point’s past, present, and future.  Here is a summary of the interview:

Joavon “What is your perspective of the education here at Bay Point?”  

Dr. Cole “Overall I think the education is very good here but it could be better.  I believe all the teachers work hard here but I think some teachers are more dedicated than others.”

Joavon “How did you feel when the new Kennedy Campus of Bay Point was built?”

Dr. Cole “I felt great!  I couldn’t believe it.  I still walk around and say Oh my, I did all this”

Joavon “Beside the mission statement, what is Bay Point’s main objective?”

Dr. Cole “The main objective it to help turn everyone who comes here into a gentleman and scholar.”

Joavon “How many campuses do you plan on building?”

Dr. Cole “I plan on building as many as are needed but I hope there is not that much  need for many more programs.”

Joavon “Have you ever thought about building a Bay Point for girls?”

Dr. Cole “Yes, I do want to build a big campus just like this for girls?”

Joavon “Do you ever think about getting the kids’ perspective on how to make the program better?”

Dr. Cole “Yes, I try to do that at least every other week with the Executive Falcons.”

Joavon “Who gave the school the name Bay Point.”

Dr. Cole “Wayne Kennedy and I came up with the name.  It was down to Black Point (because of the nearby marina) and Bay Point.  Bay Point is the name we eventually went with.”

Joavon “Who gave the school the mascot of a Falcon?”

Dr. Cole “I did.  I wanted a strong mascot but the only animals around were ducks and peacocks.  One day I looked out of my office and saw a couple of red winged falcons.  That gave me the inspiration to give us the mascot of the Falcons.”

Joavon “What else do you plan on building on the Kennedy Campus?”

Dr. Cole “I am working on getting our school building built on this campus.  It will have a real library, science lab, and bigger classrooms which will hopefully be constructed by the end of this year.”

Bay Point Track Team Gears Up by Kevin
The Bay Point Track Team is starting the season off with some of the fastest runners that Bay Point has ever seen.  They include, Charles, Atoja, Ricky, Travis, Jonathon, Deverick, Patrick, Kenneth, Randall, and others.  Stay tuned as the season will be starting shortly.  Damon Griffiths once again will be leading their team in a quest for State Glory.

Black History Month Field Trip by Herbert

On our trip to the Broward County Main Library, we had a lot of fun.  We took a tour of the library where we got a firsthand look at the library’s paper engineering section where they explained to all of us the art of making Pop-up books.  This gave us a look at some of the best books ever made.  Then we went outside to the sixth floor (gallery six) where we saw art from an artist whose fascination with slave currency motivated him to give people a look at how it would’ve been to be a slave.  We took numerous pictures of the art that will soon be published on the internet at www.baypointschools.com

Miami Art Museum Field Trip by James Rose

During Black History Month we were fortunate to be able to visit the Miami Art Museum (MAM) and see an exhibit of artwork by Black Artist Kerry James Marshall.  Our Case Manager Ms. Jasmine Brown, P.M. Counselor Antonio Davis, P.M. Counselor Dameon Colson, and Faculty member James Rose escorted 20 students off campus to the museum in Downtown Miami.  The exhibit, a variety of works on Black Aesthetics inspired by the Civil Rights Movement was a treat for everyone who attended; students and staff.  The exhibit showcased his multiple talents as an artist.  The works that were displayed were wide ranging and diverse, from sculpture to newsprint to paintings to photographs.  The trip was one that the students found unique and interesting.  

Basketball Season by Herbert

Although the season started off pretty lackluster, with back to back losses things got better towards the end of the season.  Right now we stand at 5-11 and our main focus is discipline and self-control as we near the District 16-2A Semifinals.  We knocked the Marathon Dolphins out of the playoffs in the first round of the single elimination tournament.  Our next game is against the Palmer Trinity Falcons.  Coach Mike McKinnon is very focused and ready to take his team as far into the playoffs as he can.

Training Information by Georgette Carrillo

Happy New Year!!!

In Training & Staff Development, the focus for the beginning of 2004 will be dedicated to developing Bay Point’s Training Academy.  Currently the Staff Development & Training Director is mapping out specific training & staff development opportunities for all new direct care staff that will be required to attend and successfully complete the 2-3 week academy before working with the BPS Students.  We are anticipating           February 2004 for the academy to begin.  Some of the trainings that the academy will include are:

§
PAR (Protective Action Response)

§
CPR/First Aid

§
Introduction to Behavior Management

§
CORE Academy Training (i.e. Gang Awareness, Mental Health Awareness)

§
RED Flags

§
Safety & Security

§
Shift Shadowing

We will also be offering staff an opportunity to become Life Guard Certified through the American Red Cross in the month of January.

Congratulations to those staff who currently became PAR Certified in the month of December!
